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A belated happy 4th of 
July! 

     The last six 
months have been 
extremely busy but 
very productive.   

Of real significance to 
us was a reorganiza-
tion of our district 

structure. We were able to create a new posi-
tion (taken from our existing staffing alloca-
tion) of Assistant Chief Deputy.  By doing 
so, we were able to better align our func-
tional responsibilities.  We assigned the judi-
cial security function, protective investiga-
tions, fugitive investigations, including task 
force operations, under the assistant chief 
deputy. Additionally, this person is responsi-
ble to coordinate fugitive investigations 
among the sub-offices.  John Shoemaker 
who was our supervisory deputy in the War-
rant Section was selected to fill this position. 

     Staffing and personnel movement within 
the district continues to be a challenge. Since 
October 2006, we have lost 8 deputies due to 
location and duty assignment transfers, pro-
motions, and/or retirement. This number 
reflects about 25% of our total operational 
staffing. To offset these losses, we gained 
three deputies from transfers and hired a new 
detention enforcement officer to help man-
age our cellblock.  A newly hired deputy, 
currently at the U.S. Marshals Service Acad-
emy at the Federal Law Enforcement Train-
ing Center, will be assigned to the Portland 
Office when she graduates in October of this 
year. After all of this movement, we are still 
working to backfill three operational vacan-
cies � two in Portland and one in Eugene. 
Further compounding our efforts, we are 
scheduled to lose another deputy from our 
Medford Office within the next 60 days due 
to a voluntary transfer. Chief Deputy Knaust 
and I continue to manage staffing issues as 
intensely and aggressively as we can.  I wish 
to continue providing the best possible ser-
vice to all of our court and law enforcement 
partners with little or no noticeable affects.  

     In support of a Department of Justice Initia-
tive called the Violent Crimes Task Force, Dep-
uty Brian Petty traveled to Iraq in March 2007, 
for a four month deployment. This has been a 
terrific experience for Brian and he has done an 
outstanding job. Nevertheless, we will be ex-
tremely happy to have him back when he re-
turns later this month. 

     Full-time participation on our Oregon Fugi-
tive Task Force continues to grow.  In February 
we added a full-time task force officer from the 
Multnomah County Department of Community 
Justice. Probation Officer Dave Upton was a 
terrific addition to our task force and has done 
an outstanding job. Additionally, Washington 
County Sheriff Rob Gordon is assigning Detec-
tive Chad Lotman to the Task Force effective 
July 2, 2007.  This is an exciting development 
and we are looking forward to a highly produc-
tive partnership.  We now have a total of five 
full-time task force officers and/or analysts 
assigned from the Oregon State Police, Oregon 
National Guard, Portland Police Bureau, Wash-
ington County Sheriff�s Office, and Multnomah 
County Department of Community Justice.  We 
anticipate this number to grow over the next 
several months.   

     We are continuing to improve and enhance 
our  security posture at all of the District Court 
facilities. In particular, we are making some 
fairly dramatic improvements at the Hatfield 
Courthouse. These include upgrades to the 
building controlled access systems and digital 
video recording capabilities. I expect these pro-
jects will all be completed by the end of Sep-
tember.  I realize some of these upgrade pro-
jects have caused some inconvenience and dis-
ruption to a lot of us that work in the building. 
However, I strongly believe these improve-
ments are necessary and the �right thing to do.�  
I wish to thank everyone for their patience and 
understanding.  

 

 

 

 



Investigations  
     2007 has brought much change to the U.S. Marshals Service led Ore-
gon Fugitive Task Force.  A high demand has been placed on the Deputy 
Marshals and Task Force Officers based on the number and type of cases 
being brought to the Task Force for investigation as well as the expansion 
into the investigation of Adam Walsh Act sexual offender violations.  
Additionally, many members of the Task Force are playing an expanding 
role in law enforcement operations throughout the United States and in 
foreign countries.  At the same time we are experiencing this expanding 
role we are in the process of replacing some seasoned investigators who 
have transferred due to promotion or retirement. 

    In order to maintain the high level of success that the Task Force has 
achieved to date, we are pleased to have added Washington County Sher-
iff�s Detective Chad Lotman as a full-time Task Force Officer.  By for-
malizing an already great working relationship with the Washington 
County Sheriff�s Office, the Task Force hopes to assist our new partner by 
bringing the collective expertise of all its participants in the pursuit of 
fugitives and sex offenders who have committed crimes in Washington 
County.  The Marshals Service looks forward to this new partnership and 
will no doubt be the beneficiary of the many talents Detective Lotman 
brings to the Task Force.  

     The Oregon Fugitive Task Force concept is based on the principal that 
the sum of all the members of the Task Force provides greater focus than 
any one agency could accomplish on its own.  While individual agencies 
may have small units or groups who target 
fugitives, they may lack the manpower, re-
sources and expertise to have a significant im-
pact in the fugitive arena.  The fugitive Task 
Force allows individual agencies to bring their 
significant fugitive or sexual offender cases to 
the Task Force so that the full weight of the unit 
may be brought to bear in locating and apprehending these individuals.  In 
this way the Task Force acts as a �force multiplier� for each of the partici-
pating agencies.  For example, Washington County may provide one de-
tective to the USMS Task Force, but in return they receive the ability to 
assign their cases to any of the other 14 members.  Additionally, each full-
time member has assigned vehicles, equipment, office space and access to 
local and federal data sources. 

     At the end of the day, the ultimate goal of each individual member of 
the USMS Task Force is to put the bad guy in jail.  As simple as this may 
sound, it takes hard work, long hours and much dedication and resources.  
The success of the Task Force is a reflection of individuals who have 
chosen to undertake this mission with the support of their parent agencies.  
Whether arresting the individual wanted for homicide, or checking on the 
location of a sexual offender, the individual members of the Task Force 
take great pride in their jobs and give significant meaning to the term 
�teamwork.� 

 

Captured: 

Investigative Highlights 

     The Marshals Service for the District of Oregon and its Task Force 
operations have been able produce results that address the needs of society 
by taking wanted individuals off the streets and before the courts.  The 
hard work and efforts of the Deputies and Task Force Officers has resulted 
in the arrest of 394 fugitives for the period of November 01, 2006 to May 
31, 2007.  Of those 394 fugitives arrested during this time period, 249 
were considered violent offenders as defined by the Department of Justice.  
This is the greatest testament to the hard work and dedication of those 
individuals who work daily to make the pursuit of fugitives part of their 
law enforcement career.  Here are some highlights that demonstrate the 
impact of that effort: 

     

    The Portland Police Bureau Robbery Division requested 
assistance in locating Thomas Joseph Harris who was a 
suspect in at least seven armed business robberies.  Task 
force members developed a potential location and main-
tained surveillance for several hours.  The waiting paid off 
and in the late evening hours on April 3, 2007, Harris was 

arrested by members of the Oregon Fugitive Task Force.    

     On March 5, 2007, Joseph Eugene Allen was arrested by 
members of the Oregon Fugitive Task Force at a NE 
Portland address.  Prior to the arrest,  the Portland Po-
lice Bureau Homicide office requested assistance in 
apprehending Allen for active warrants in Multnomah 
county for Robbery in the Second and Third Degree, 
Probation Violation (based on the original charge of 
distribution of crack cocaine), and 1st Degree Murder, 
stemming from the homicide of Devonte Lightfoot in early January 2007.  
After the arrest, Allen was transported to the Portland Police Detective 
Division for questioning.  

     Fugitive Carlos Dewayne Nash was wanted by the Portland Police 
Bureau Robbery Division for Felon in Possession of a Firearm, but when 
Portland asked for help, Nash was also verified as a suspect in several 
tavern and home invasion robberies.  Victims came 
forward and identified Nash as being armed with a .22 

caliber handgun with a silencer.  During 
one robbery, Nash fired the gun and 
also allegedly molested female victims.  
On January 30th, 2007, seven members 
of the Oregon Fugitive Task Force set 
up surveillance at Nash�s residence in NE Portland.  The 
house showed evidence of the previous Portland SERT 

warrant execution during Nash�s last arrest with  boarded-up and broken 
windows.   At about 12:30 PM, Nash  was taken into custody without 
incident near his vehicle.  After  the arrest, Carlos Nash was charged 
with 51 counts of Robbery, Sex Abuse, and Firearms related crimes.  His 
total bail was set at $12,860,000.  Nash is still in-custody.      

     A state judge�s daughter was found dead under questionable circum-
stances and the Oregon Fugitive Task Force was asked to assist in the 

investigation.  Specifically, analytical assistance was pro-
vided by the U.S. Marshals Technical Operations Group 
(TOG).  The person of interest, Robert Bettelyoun, soon 
became the primary murder suspect.  The Marshals were 
first asked to help in this case in August 2006, and a short 
time later on August 7th,  Robert Bettelyoun was located and 

arrested by Task Force members after he departed the Phoenix Casino in 
La Center, Washington.   Almost a year later, a Clackamas County mur-
der warrant was issued for Bettelyoun and TOG was again asked to give 
assistance.  On June 1st, 2007 Bettelyoun was arrested at a residence in 
Beaverton, Oregon for the second time, only this time it was for Murder. 

     Peter Karl Gebhart was first identified by the Drug 
Enforcement Administration in November of 2002.  At 
that time he was stopped in a vehicle and $120,000 was 
seized from a hidden location.  Later on November 12, 
2003, his wife was stopped by U.S. Customs in Califor-
nia and $206,965 was seized.  On February 22, 2007, 
the DEA Portland District Office turned over a sealed 
indictment requesting assistance from the Oregon Fugitive Task Force.  It 
didn�t take long to see that Gebhart was in the West Covina, CA area and 
should be close to his girlfriend and mother of his two daughters.  On 
April 9th, Task Force agents and DEA traveled to Los Angeles and after a 
long day of surveillance, Gebhart was arrested at his girlfriend�s 
house.  Incident to arrest a consent search was done on his townhouse 
where $114,520 in U.S. currency was seized.  One day later, DEA and 
U.S. Marshals coordinated a second money seizure of $32,555.  Peter 
Gebhart is now in-custody in the district of Oregon and is awaiting trial.  

�The Oregon Fugitive Task Force concept is 
based on the principal that the sum of all the 
members of the Task Force provides greater 
focus than any one agency could accomplish on 
its own.��



     The first week in June was filled with drug arrests.  The Drug Enforce-
ment Administration requested assistance from the Oregon Fugitive Task 
Force to coordinate the “ take-down”  of a nine month OCDETF 
(Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force) investigation called 
“Need for Speed.”   The Salem Resident Office delegated ten sealed indict-
ments with potentially fourteen additional warrants expected.  The execu-
tion date for all warrants was completed during the early morning hours of 
June 6th.  Critical assistance was provided by the USMS Technical Opera-
tions Group to ensure that the main target of the organization, Jorge Ortiz-
Oliva, was apprehended.  TOG’s assistance paid off with the arrest of 
Ortiz-Oliva at 8:30 AM, on June 7th, in Hollister, California.  Immediately 
after the arrest, USMS in Northern California along with DEA conducted 
a consent search at Ortiz-Oliva’s apartment where nine kilograms of co-
caine were located and seized.  The total operation cleared fourteen federal 
arrests with the following items seized:  just under 8000 marijuana plants, 
100 Ecstasy tablets, one oz. meth, a portable meth lab, 12 firearms (5 
assault weapons i.e. AK-47, AR-15, riot shotguns), 3 ballistic vests, two 
40 mm rifle grenades, approx. $150,836 in cash, 5 vehicles, and 1 custom 
motorcycle.  It is safe to say the defendants in this case no longer feel the 
“Need for Speed”  with the organization leader, Jorge Ortiz-Oliva looking 
at a federal sentence of 20 years to life. 

Marshal and Two Chief Tr io “ Reach The Beach”  

     Marshal Dennis C. Merrill (D/OR) and Chiefs Bill Knaust 
(D/OR) and David Miller (W/WA) pictured at the finish line of 
the May 19, 2007 American Lung Association’s “Reach The 
Beach”  benefit bike ride.  The ride started in Portland and ended 
5 ½ hours and 100 miles later in Pacific City, Oregon.  All avid 
cyclists, the three will ride a combined total of about 15,000 
miles throughout the Pacific Northwest this year alone.  “ I’ve 
been riding my entire adult life—it really becomes a lifestyle 
and serves as a great stress relief, not to mention the fitness 
benefit,”  says Bill Knaust.  “Because it’s a low impact activity, 
most people can stay at it long after they retire.”  

     Chiefs Knaust and Miller will be riding together in several 
upcoming fundraising events including the “Ride Around 
Mount Rainier In One Day”  (RAMROD) covering 150 miles 
and 10,000 feet in elevation gain and the Northwest’s infamous 
“Seattle To Portland”  (STP) covering 210 miles between the 
two cities.  “ It keeps me and my counterpart in Seattle, David 
Miller, connected both on and off the job and I think it’s really 
neat that the Marshal and I share the same interest and can par-
ticipate together in events like this,”  added Bill Knaust.   

     With high fuel prices, cycling has become an activity that 
even impacts the district work plan.  Chiefs Miller and Knaust 
often ride to and from work logging 100-200 miles each in a 
single week.  Regardless the motivation, cycling is good fun 
and good for you.  According to this trio, any day on the bike is 
a good day…as long as it’s not raining. 

 

 

Investigations cont’d 

Finish Line at the American Lung Association “Reach The Beach” 
Benefit Bike Ride 

Pictured left to right – CDUSM Bill Knaust (D/OR), USM Dennis C. 
Merrill (D/OR) and CDUSM David Miller (W/WA) 

Reach the Beach 

Judicial Secur ity 
     Security of federal judges and the judicial process is a core respon-
sibility of the USMS.  In addition to securing federal court facilities 
and courtrooms there are also a number of off-site judicial functions 
that require a security presence.  During the past year there was a 
noteworthy increase in the number of off-site judicial functions in the 
District of Oregon.  Following are some the functions we supported 
during the past year: 

Running Y Ranch judicial conference May 2006 

Judge George E. Juba funeral  June 2006 

9th Circuit Capital Case Conference August 2006 

Judicial picnic   August 2006 

Orientation seminar for U.S. Bankruptcy Judges August 2006 

Environmental Law Seminar  October 2006 

Project celebration dinner  November 2006 

GSA Community Leadership breakfast December 2006 

Eugene U.S. Courthouse dedication December 2006  

Supreme Court Justice visit  April 2007 

Judicial Investiture   April 2007 

Judicial Luncheon   May 2007 

Federal Bar Association dinner May 2007 

Space and Facilities Judicial Conference June 2007 

Supreme Court Justice visit  July 2007 

Each of these details requires a security detail involving in-district 
and, in some cases, out-of-district staffing.  We expect this trend to 
continue as Portland has proven to be an attractive host city for vari-
ous judicial seminars and conferences. 


